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even if his love arouses no conscious return. And.
when I say this, I mean that even our individual dis-
torted conceptions of the great realities, which we call'
Theosophy, are pure enough to do this. But the task
is hard, and the only way to accomplish it is to sit
down and face the question with the mind and the
intuition as well as with the emotions.  My Theosophy
speaks to lovers in this wise : <( You are deeply in.
love, and you hope and hope that he or she may be
as deeply in love with you as you are with him or her.
If your hope be realized, your troubles are ahead
instead of at your door.  But suppose for a moment
that he or she does not return your devotion measure
for measure ; scientific and all other probability are-
indeed against you. How are you going to take the very
probable frustration of your dreams ? Can you go on.
loving as before, or does your love depend upon the
payment it receives? Does a mother's love depend.
upon her child's affection for her ? Wherein does.
your love, 0 lover, differ from a mother's ? " Now
the lover will at once seize upon the weak point in
the above argument, and reply that his or her love.
must needs differ from a mother's, and I agree. But
for myself I should long to be able so to love that I
might pour upon my beloved all that my nature could'i
give, and rejoice to have made her path smoother,
even though I receive but a kindly glance as she:

passes by, perhaps with head averted.